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Madness: A History is a thorough and accessible account of madness from antiquity to modern times,
offering a large-scale yet nuanced picture of mental illness and its varieties in western civilization.

The book opens by considering perceptions and experiences of madness starting in Biblical times, Ancient
history and Hippocratic medicine to the Age of Enlightenment, before moving on to developments from the
late 18th century to the late 20th century and the Cold War era. Petteri Pietikäinen looks at issues such as
18th century asylums, the rise of psychiatry, the history of diagnoses, the experiences of mental health
patients, the emergence of neuroses, the impact of eugenics, the development of different treatments, and the
late 20th century emergence of anti-psychiatry and the modern malaise of the worried well. The book
examines the history of madness at the different levels of micro-, meso- and macro: the social and cultural
forces shaping the medical and lay perspectives on madness, the invention and development of diagnoses as
well as the theories and treatment methods by physicians, and the patient experiences inside and outside of
the mental institution.

Drawing extensively from primary records written by psychiatrists and accounts by mental health patients
themselves, it also gives readers a thorough grounding in the secondary literature addressing the history of
madness. An essential read for all students of the history of mental illness, medicine and society more
broadly.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Madness: A History
book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Stella Neal:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Madness: A History that give your
fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as
the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always
be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick
Madness: A History become your personal starter.

William Leone:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve Madness: A History was filled about science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Ingrid Baumbach:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Madness: A History to make your own
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book
Madness: A History can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of the time.
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