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Before the Renaissance and Reformation, holy images were treated not as
"art" but as objects of veneration which possessed the tangible presence
of the Holy. In this magisterial book, Hans Belting traces the long
history of the sacral image and its changing role in European culture.
Likeness and Presence looks at the beliefs, superstitions, hopes,
and fears that come into play as people handle and respond to sacred
images, and presents a compelling interpretation of the place of the
image in Western history.

"A rarity within its genre—an art-historical analysis of iconography
which is itself iconoclastic. . . . One of the most intellectually
exciting and historically grounded interpretations of Christian
iconography." —Graham Howes, Times Literary Supplement

"Likeness and Presence offers the best source to survey the facts of
what European Christians put in their churches. . . . An impressively
detailed contextual analysis of medieval objects." —Robin Cormack,
New York Times Book Review

"I cannot begin to describe the richness or the imaginative grandeur of
Hans Belting's book. . . . It is a work that anyone interested in art,
or in the history of thought about art, should regard as urgent reading.
It is a tremendous achievement."—Arthur C. Danto, New Republic
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Johnson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Likeness and Presence: A History of the Image before the Era of Art this
book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented
how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Peter Wilson:

Beside this kind of Likeness and Presence: A History of the Image before the Era of Art in your phone, it can
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Likeness and Presence: A History of the Image before the Era of Art because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's
facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot
be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book
along with read it from right now!

Patricia Briggs:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Likeness and Presence: A History of the
Image before the Era of Art can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?

Arthur Mead:

You can get this Likeness and Presence: A History of the Image before the Era of Art by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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