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In little more than a hundred years the evolutionary theory of Charles Darwin has conquered the thinking
world. No other body of ideas has enjoyed such unrivaled success. But precisely because of its scientific
status, Darwinism has sometimes been invoked to sustain other ideas and beliefs with a much less solid
foundation. Darwinian Evolution is a study of the historical background of Darwin's ideas, of their logical
structure, and of their alleged and actual implications.

Flew explores the Scottish Enlightenment, an important and often neglected aspect of Darwin's intellectual
background. He compares Darwin with such figures as Adam Smith, Thomas Malthus, and Karl Marx,
emphasizing not the similarities, but the differences between the natural and social sciences. Flew argues that
social science must do what natural science does not: take account of individual choice. He examines the
creationist controversy in Britain and the United States and discusses the possibility of a human
sociobiology.

In his new introduction, Flew updates his book by discussing relevant works that have appeared since it was
published thirteen years ago. He discusses two different tendencies among both social scientists and those
who develop or promote social policies according to various findings in the social sciences: (1) to assume
there is no such thing as human nature; and (2) to take no account of the possibility that differences between
sets of individuals may be genetically determined. Flew maintains that both these tendencies violate
Darwin's theory. Darwinian Evolution is an intriguing study that should be read by sociologists, biologists,
philosophers, and all those interested in the impact of Darwin and his work.
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From reader reviews:

James Boyett:

Often the book Darwinian Evolution (Social Policy and Social Theory Series) will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Darwinian Evolution (Social Policy and
Social Theory Series) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Allen Barnett:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Darwinian Evolution (Social Policy and Social Theory Series).

Evelyn Broderick:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled Darwinian Evolution (Social Policy and Social Theory Series)
can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Luther Jensen:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. Darwinian Evolution (Social Policy and Social Theory Series) can be your answer given
it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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