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The history of footbinding is full of contradictions and unexpected turns. The practice originated in the dance
culture of China's medieval court and spread to gentry families, brothels, maid's quarters, and peasant
households. Conventional views of footbinding as patriarchal oppression often neglect its complex history
and the incentives of the women involved. This revisionist history, elegantly written and meticulously
researched, presents a fascinating new picture of the practice from its beginnings in the tenth century to its
demise in the twentieth century. Neither condemning nor defending foot-binding, Dorothy Ko debunks many
myths and misconceptions about its origins, development, and eventual end, exploring in the process the
entanglements of male power and female desires during the practice's thousand-year history.

Cinderella's Sisters argues that rather than stemming from sexual perversion, men's desire for bound feet was
connected to larger concerns such as cultural nostalgia, regional rivalries, and claims of male privilege. Nor
were women hapless victims, the author contends. Ko describes how women—those who could afford
it—bound their own and their daughters' feet to signal their high status and self-respect. Femininity, like the
binding of feet, was associated with bodily labor and domestic work, and properly bound feet and beautifully
made shoes both required exquisite skills and technical knowledge passed from generation to generation.
Throughout her narrative, Ko deftly wields methods of social history, literary criticism, material culture
studies, and the history of the body and fashion to illustrate how a practice that began as embodied
lyricism—as a way to live as the poets imagined—ended up being an exercise in excess and folly.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Li:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but
if you want sense happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Cinderella's
Sisters: A Revisionist History of Footbinding is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Gregory Anderson:

The guide with title Cinderella's Sisters: A Revisionist History of Footbinding has lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how
the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Todd Robinson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Cinderella's Sisters: A Revisionist History of
Footbinding was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Cinderella's
Sisters: A Revisionist History of Footbinding has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose
the best book in your case and try to like reading that.

Audrey Mack:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should
know that reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Cinderella's
Sisters: A Revisionist History of Footbinding.
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