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An engaging social history that reveals the critical role Pullman porters played in the struggle for African
American civil rights

When George Pullman began recruiting Southern blacks as porters in his luxurious new sleeping cars, the
former slaves suffering under Jim Crow laws found his offer of a steady job and worldly experience
irresistible. They quickly signed up to serve as maid, waiter, concierge, nanny, and occasionally doctor and
undertaker to cars full of white passengers, making the Pullman Company the largest employer of African
American men in the country by the 1920s.
In the world of the Pullman sleeping car, where whites and blacks lived in close proximity, porters developed
a unique culture marked by idiosyncratic language, railroad lore, and shared experience. They called difficult
passengers "Mister Charlie"; exchanged stories about Daddy Jim, the legendary first Pullman porter; and
learned to distinguish generous tippers such as Humphrey Bogart from skinflints like Babe Ruth. At the same
time, they played important social, political, and economic roles, carrying jazz and blues to outlying areas,
forming America's first black trade union, and acting as forerunners of the modern black middle class by
virtue of their social position and income.
Drawing on extensive interviews with dozens of porters and their descendants, Larry Tye reconstructs the
complicated world of the Pullman porter, and provides a lively and enlightening look at this important social
phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Hough:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and the Making of the Black Middle Class, you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a reserve.

Sean Scruggs:

Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and the Making of the Black Middle Class can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and the Making of the Black Middle Class nevertheless doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
considering.

Walter Godinez:

The book untitled Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and the Making of the Black Middle Class contain
a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is
very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order
it. Have a nice examine.

James Fox:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters
and the Making of the Black Middle Class or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for



teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and the
Making of the Black Middle Class to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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