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The American South before the Civil War was the site of an unprecedented social experiment in women's
education. The South offered women an education explicitly designed to be equivalent to that of men, while
maintaining and nurturing the gender conventions epitomized by the ideal of the Southern belle. This
groundbreaking work provides us with an intimate picture of the entire social experience of antebellum
women's colleges and seminaries in the South, analyzing the impact of these colleges upon the cultural
construction of femininity among white Southern women, and their legacy for higher education. Christie
Farnham investigates the contradiction involved in using a male-defined curricula to educate females, and
explores how educators denied these incongruities. She also examines the impact of slavery on faculty and
students. The emotional life of students is revealed through correspondence, journals, and scrapbooks,
highlighting the role of sororities and romantic friendships among female pupils. Farnham ends with an
analysis of how the end of the Civil War resulted in a failure to keep up with the advances that had been
achieved in women's education. The most comprehensive history of this brief and unique period of reform to
date, The Education of the Southern Belle is must reading for anyone interested in women's studies, Southern
history, the history of American education, and female friendship.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia White:

This The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum
South book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Education of the
Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum South without we recognize
teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The
Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum South can
bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have
it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and
Student Socialization in the Antebellum South having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Waldo Gates:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The Education of the Southern Belle:
Higher Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum South is simple to deliver you can read it in
the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Donna Kerns:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student
Socialization in the Antebellum South can make you really feel more interested to read.

Victor Elias:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Many



kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Education of the Southern Belle:
Higher Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum South.
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