
Judaism in Christian Eyes: Ethnographic
Descriptions of Jews and Judaism in Early Modern

Europe
Yaacov Deutsch

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0199756538
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0199756538
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0199756538


Judaism in Christian Eyes: Ethnographic Descriptions of
Jews and Judaism in Early Modern Europe

Yaacov Deutsch

Judaism in Christian Eyes: Ethnographic Descriptions of Jews and Judaism in Early Modern Europe
Yaacov Deutsch
This book examines Christian ethnographic writing about the Jews in early modern Europe, offering a
systematic historical analysis of this literary genre and arguing its importance for understanding both the
period in general and Jewish-Christian relations in particular. The book focuses on nearly 80 texts from
Western Europe (mostly Germany) that describe the customs and ceremonies of contemporary Jews,
containing both descriptions and illustrations of their subjects.

Deutsch is one of the first scholars to study these unique writings in detail. Examining books in which
Christian authors describe Jewish life, he provides new interpretations of Christian perceptions of Jews,
Christian Hebraism, and the attention paid by Hebraists to contemporary Jews and Judaism. These works
also present new perspectives on the study of religion, developments in the field of anthropology and
ethnography, and on internal Christian debates that arose from the portrayal of Jewish life. Despite the lack
of attention by modern scholars, some of these books were extremely popular in their time and represent one
of the important ways by which perceptions of Jews were disseminated during the period.

The key claim of this study is that, although almost all of the descriptions of Jewish customs and ceremonies
are accurate, their authors chose to concentrate mainly on details that portray Jewish ceremonies as anti-
Christian, superstitious, and ridiculous and to show the deviation of Judaism from Biblical law. Deutsch
argues that such descriptions are better defined as "polemical ethnographies". Nevertheless, he claims that
despite their polemical tendency these texts represent a shift from writing about Judaism as a religion to
writing about Jews, and from a mode of writing based on stereotypes to one that is based on direct contact
and observation.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Rhee:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Judaism in Christian
Eyes: Ethnographic Descriptions of Jews and Judaism in Early Modern Europe? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Victor Willis:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Judaism in Christian Eyes: Ethnographic Descriptions of Jews and Judaism in
Early Modern Europe provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Nicholas Valles:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Judaism in
Christian Eyes: Ethnographic Descriptions of Jews and Judaism in Early Modern Europe which is obtaining
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Phillip Vargas:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book Judaism in Christian Eyes: Ethnographic Descriptions of Jews and Judaism in Early Modern Europe we
can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by
this book Judaism in Christian Eyes: Ethnographic Descriptions of Jews and Judaism in Early Modern
Europe. You can more desirable than now.
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