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The Manhattan Project?the World War II race to produce an atomic bomb?transformed the entire country in
myriad ways, but it did not affect each region equally. Acting on an enduring perception of the American
West as an “empty” place, the U.S. government located a disproportionate number of nuclear
facilities?particularly the ones most likely to spread pollution?in western states. The Manhattan Project
manufactured plutonium at Hanford, Washington; designed and assembled bombs at Los Alamos, New
Mexico; and detonated the world’s first atomic bomb at Alamagordo, New Mexico, on June 16, 1945.

In the years that followed the war, the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission selected additional western sites for
its work. Many westerners initially welcomed the atom. Like federal officials, they, too, regarded their
region as “empty,” or underdeveloped. Facilities to make, test, and base atomic weapons, sites to store
nuclear waste, and even nuclear power plants were regarded as assets. By the 1960s and 1970s, however,
regional attitudes began to change. At a variety of locales, ranging from Eskimo Alaska to Mormon Utah,
westerners devoted themselves to resisting the atom and its effects on their environments and communities.
Just as the atomic age had dawned in the American West, so its artificial sun began to set there.

The Atomic West brings together contributions from several disciplines to explore the impact on the West of
the development of atomic power from wartime secrecy and initial postwar enthusiasm to public doubts and
protest in the 1970s and 1980s. An impressive example of the benefits of interdisciplinary studies on
complex topics, The Atomic West advances our understanding of both regional history and the history of
science, and does so with human communities as a significant focal point. The book will be of special
interest to students and experts on the American West, environmental history, and the history of science and
technology.
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From reader reviews:

David Lalonde:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days
always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book.
One of them is this The Atomic West (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and
Biography).

Mary Hanlon:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is actually The Atomic West (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History
and Biography).

Bertha Montes:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Atomic West (Emil and Kathleen Sick
Book Series in Western History and Biography) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's view.

Philip Kirkpatrick:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book The
Atomic West (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography). You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from
one location to other place.
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