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On a warm September night in 2002, former acquaintances Alexis Maybank and Alexandra Wilkis
reconnected at a mixer for new students at Harvard Business School. Alexis had just ended a four-year run at
eBay during the dotcom boom and bust. Alexandra had just spent three years as an investment banker at
Merrill Lynch. Now they were entering the country’s top training ground for future titans of Wall Street and
the Fortune 500. 

 

Little did either suspect that five years later, they’d become famous not in finance or consulting or corporate
management, but at the bleeding-edge intersection of fashion and technology.

Gilt Groupe – launched by Alexis, Alexandra, and three colleagues in 2007 – is one of the most fascinating
startups of recent years, with a valuation of more than $1 billion. And it all began with one bold idea: to
bring sample sales online and change the way millions shop.

As Alexis and Alexandra write about the day Gilt.com went live: “We had created a website that could
potentially change the rules of retail, for both shoppers and brands. If shopping was traditionally a slow,
leisurely activity that might consume an entire day, it would now be competitive, addictive, urgent,
thrilling—a rush delivered at the same time each day. Shopping would become not just easier, but so much
fun.”

But turning that vision into reality wasn’t easy. Designers had long controlled their own sample sales by
staging them in anonymous, makeshift locations and strictly limiting invitations. Those lucky enough to hear
about a Marc Jacobs or Hermès sample sale would drop everything and run for dramatic, fleeting
bargains. Why should elite brands support a new startup trying to replicate the experience online?

And even if brands like Valentino, Christian Louboutin, and Zac Posen got on board, would shoppers
embrace such a website? Would the kind of people who love high-end fashion really visit a new online sale
each day? Was “accessible luxury” a breakthrough idea or an absurd oxymoron?

Alexis and Alexandra share their perspective in this dramatic story of Gilt’s birth, rise, and evolution. They
show how they juggled the conflicting needs of their suppliers, engineers, marketers, and potential investors.
They explain how they blended their individual strengths and weaknesses and managed their rapidly growing
team. They cover the growing pains of expanding into new categories like housewares, travel, and
menswear. And they take us through the darkest moments of the recession when Gilt might easily have died.

As you’ll learn from the true story of Gilt, anything is possible for those with the creativity to recognize a



new opportunity and the perseverance to make it real.  
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From reader reviews:

Alexander Snider:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book By Invitation Only: How We Built
Gilt and Changed the Way Millions Shop will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book
with you?

Michael Stricklin:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This By Invitation Only: How We Built Gilt and Changed the Way Millions
Shop book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer of By Invitation Only: How We Built Gilt and Changed the Way Millions Shop
content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking By Invitation Only: How We
Built Gilt and Changed the Way Millions Shop is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Avery Thomas:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take By Invitation Only: How We Built Gilt and
Changed the Way Millions Shop as your daily resource information.

Zachary Connors:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this By Invitation Only: How We Built Gilt and Changed the



Way Millions Shop can make you really feel more interested to read.

Download and Read Online By Invitation Only: How We Built Gilt
and Changed the Way Millions Shop Alexis Maybank, Alexandra
Wilkis Wilson #518EBAKOWI7



Read By Invitation Only: How We Built Gilt and Changed the Way
Millions Shop by Alexis Maybank, Alexandra Wilkis Wilson for
online ebook

By Invitation Only: How We Built Gilt and Changed the Way Millions Shop by Alexis Maybank, Alexandra
Wilkis Wilson Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good
books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online
library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read By Invitation Only: How We Built Gilt
and Changed the Way Millions Shop by Alexis Maybank, Alexandra Wilkis Wilson books to read online.

Online By Invitation Only: How We Built Gilt and Changed the Way Millions Shop by
Alexis Maybank, Alexandra Wilkis Wilson ebook PDF download

By Invitation Only: How We Built Gilt and Changed the Way Millions Shop by Alexis Maybank,
Alexandra Wilkis Wilson Doc

By Invitation Only: How We Built Gilt and Changed the Way Millions Shop by Alexis Maybank, Alexandra Wilkis Wilson
Mobipocket

By Invitation Only: How We Built Gilt and Changed the Way Millions Shop by Alexis Maybank, Alexandra Wilkis Wilson
EPub


