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Shakespeare was clearly fascinated by the relationship between fathers and daughters, for this primal bond of
domination and defiance structures twenty-one of his comedies, tragedies, and romances. In a conflict that is
at once social and interpersonal, Shakespeare's fathers demand hierarchical obedience while their daughters
affirm the new, more personal values upheld by Renaissance humanists and Puritans.

In her penetrating analysis of this compelling relationship, Diane Dreher examines the underlying
psychological tensions as well as the changing concepts of marriage and the family during Shakespeare's
time. She points to the pain and conflict caused by sex role polarization. Shakespeare's possessive fathers
tyrannize over their daughters, unwilling to relinquish their "masculine" power and control and leaving these
young women with only two alternatives: paternal domination or defiance and loss of love. The logic of
Shakespeare's plays repudiates traditional stereotypes, showing how women like Ophelia and Desdemona are
destroyed by conforming to the passive Renaissance ideal.

The book concludes with a consideration of Shakespeare's androgynous characters?dynamic women in
doublet and hose, and fathers who become sensitive, caring, and empathetic. Shakespeare's balanced
characters thus reconcile the polarities within themselves and bring greater harmony to their world.

Domination and Defiance is the first book on this most provocative relationship in Shakespeare. Shedding
new light on the complex father-daughter bond, character, and motivation, it makes a major contribution to
literary studies.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Farley:

Here thing why that Domination And Defiance: Fathers and Daughters in Shakespeare are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which
is the content is as tasty as food or not. Domination And Defiance: Fathers and Daughters in Shakespeare
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no
publication that similar with Domination And Defiance: Fathers and Daughters in Shakespeare. It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Domination And Defiance: Fathers and Daughters in Shakespeare in e-book can be your choice.

Debbie Bennett:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Domination And Defiance: Fathers and Daughters in Shakespeare the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get before. The Domination And Defiance: Fathers and Daughters in Shakespeare giving
you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better
life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Denise Dennis:

The book untitled Domination And Defiance: Fathers and Daughters in Shakespeare contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice examine.

Scott Reisinger:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You



can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Domination And Defiance: Fathers and Daughters in Shakespeare when you desired it?
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