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In this deeply learned work, Toshihiko Izutsu compares the metaphysical and mystical thought-systems of
Sufism and Taoism and discovers that, although historically unrelated, the two share features and patterns
which prove fruitful for a transhistorical dialogue. His original and suggestive approach opens new doors in
the study of comparative philosophy and mysticism. Izutsu begins with Ibn 'Arabi, analyzing and isolating
the major ontological concepts of this most challenging of Islamic thinkers. Then, in the second part of the
book, Izutsu turns his attention to an analysis of parallel concepts of two great Taoist thinkers, Lao-tzu and
Chuang-tzu. Only after laying bare the fundamental structure of each world view does Izutsu embark, in the
final section of the book, upon a comparative analysis. Only thus, he argues, can he be sure to avoid easy and
superficial comparisons. Izutsu maintains that both the Sufi and Taoist world views are based on two pivots-
the Absolute Man and the Perfect Man-with a whole system of oncological thought being developed between
these two pivots. Izutsu discusses similarities in these ontological systems and advances the hypothesis that
certain patterns of mystical and metaphysical thought may be shared even by systems with no apparent
historical connection. This second edition of Sufism and Taoism is the first published in the United States.
The original edition, published in English and in Japan, was prized by the few English-speaking scholars
who knew of it as a model in the field of comparative philosophy. Making available in English much new
material on both sides of its comparison, Sufism and Taoism richly fulfills Izutsu's motivating desire "to
open a new vista in the domain of comparative philosophy."
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Shaw:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one using theme
for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular A comparative study of the key philosophical
concepts in Sufism and Taoism: Ibn¦Arabs+ and Lao-tzµu, Chuang-tzµu. is kind of book which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Joyce Loza:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually A
comparative study of the key philosophical concepts in Sufism and Taoism: Ibn¦Arabs+ and Lao-tzµu,
Chuang-tzµu..

Jess Cooke:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love A comparative study of the key philosophical concepts
in Sufism and Taoism: Ibn¦Arabs+ and Lao-tzµu, Chuang-tzµu., you are able to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Jeff Brown:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of
book A comparative study of the key philosophical concepts in Sufism and Taoism: Ibn¦Arabs+ and Lao-
tzµu, Chuang-tzµu.. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly
add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It
can bring you from one place to other place.
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