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In the super-heated anticommunist politics of the early Cold War period, American liberals turned to the
FBI. With the Communist party to the left of them and McCarthyism to the right, liberal leaders saw the
Bureau as the only legitimate instrument to define and protect the internal security interests of the state.
McCarthyism provided ample proof of the dangers of security by congressional investigation. In response,
liberals delegated extensive powers to J. Edgar Hoover--creating a domestic intelligence capacity that
circumvented constitutional and legal controls. This balanced account of the link between liberal leaders in
the United States and the growth of the FBI will appeal to a broad audience of readers interested in the
American political climate. William Keller identifies a tension between liberalism and the security of the
state that can never be fully resolved, and analyzes the exact mechanisms through which liberals and liberal
government came to tolerate and even venerate an authoritarian state presence in their midst.

The author shows how the liberal offensive against domestic communism succeeded both in weakening
McCarthyism and in disabling the Communist party in the United States. What was the cost of these
successes? Keller's answer assesses the liberal community's contribution to changes in the FBI between 1950
and 1970: its transformation into an independent, unaccountable political police.

Originally published in 1989.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Rodriquez:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Liberals and J. Edgar Hoover: Rise and Fall of a Domestic
Intelligence State (Princeton Legacy Library).

Coleman Jones:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Liberals and J. Edgar
Hoover: Rise and Fall of a Domestic Intelligence State (Princeton Legacy Library) book as beginner and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Steven Parrish:

The Liberals and J. Edgar Hoover: Rise and Fall of a Domestic Intelligence State (Princeton Legacy Library)
can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because
this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into
delight arrangement in writing The Liberals and J. Edgar Hoover: Rise and Fall of a Domestic Intelligence
State (Princeton Legacy Library) although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Lisa Robinson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Liberals and J. Edgar Hoover: Rise and Fall of a Domestic Intelligence State
(Princeton Legacy Library) when you desired it?
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