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A vibrant study of one of the iconic figures of twentieth-century design, whose Romantic, whimsical, and
wholly original style influenced a generation of architects and decorators. Oliver Messel was one of
England’s foremost interior designers of the twentieth century, whose work also spanned the worlds of the
stage design, film, and architecture. Born into a creative family of wealthy bankers, his career began in 1925
designing for Sergei Diaghilev’s Ballets Russes. He eventually became an internationally celebrated
designer, branching out into drama, film, opera, interior design, textiles, and architecture. Romanticism and
eccentricity were hallmarks of Messel’s style. His sets were famed for their exquisite delicacy, impossible
detail, subtlety of color, and inventive use of materials. From the 1930s to the postwar period, Messel
explored the fields of interior design and architecture, eventually designing numerous houses built on the
islands of Mustique and Barbados for the jet set of the 1960s and ‘70s, among them Antony Armstrong-
Jones (Earl of Snowdon) and Princess Margaret. Oliver Messel is filled with previously unpublished images
that chronicle a unique, eccentric, and, until now, largely overlooked oeuvre that reached across several
mediums and continues to influence insiders from the worlds of interior design, architecture, and fashion.

Edited by Thomas Messel with an introduction by Lord Snowdon, an epilogue by Anthony Powell and texts
by Stephen Calloway, Keith Lodwick, Jeremy Musson, and Sarah Woodcock
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Kline:

The actual book Oliver Messel: In the Theatre of Design has a lot of information on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this book.

Richard Dutton:

This Oliver Messel: In the Theatre of Design is great guide for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Oliver Messel: In
the Theatre of Design in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Sonia Cramer:

Beside this Oliver Messel: In the Theatre of Design in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close
to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have Oliver Messel: In the Theatre of Design because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
at times have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Catherine Lyons:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Oliver Messel: In the Theatre of Design was filled with regards to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people
has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy
to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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