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Although much has been written about the battle of Goose Green during the Falklands War, never before
have its events been dissected so thoroughly and objectively, nor illuminated so clearly in the terms of
current debate in NATO armies on tactical command systems as in this book. The British success at Goose
Green was described by the then-Chief of the General Staff as 'a feat of arms and gallantry probably
unsurpassed in the glorious history of the British army'; how true a picture is given by such descriptions,
both official and unofficial' Using factual analysis and in-depth interviews with participants, the author
demonstrates that the battle in fact highlighted serious flaws in the British army's command culture. His
knowledge of recent attempts to reform the army's command system, and of the ongoing tactics debate,
allows Fitz-Gibbon to elucidate the two basic models of command system identifiable in the Falklands war.
'Restrictive control', traditionally preferred in the British army and still the accepted doctrine in 1982, holds
that military action can be planned in detail in advance and expected to run according to plan as long as
subordinates merely obey their orders. 'Directive command', on the contrary, recognises that the chaos of
battle cannot be controlled without overwhelming material superiority, and therefore seeks to establish a
more flexible system within the framework of an overall plan. Applying this distinction to Goose Green,
Fitz-Gibbon shows that the British achieved much greater success when departing from the army's usual
methodology - after the death of H Jones - than when adhering to the practices taught at officer training
establishments. The worrying conclusion drawn from this assessment is that inaccurate reporting, and the
unquestioning glorification of its performance, have hindered the army's efforts at modernising its command
system, with serious consequences in past wars, and for future conflicts. This very readable book offers
fascinating insights into how history is written and how armies often fail to learn from their experiences.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Seay:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Not Mentioned in Despatches. All type of
book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Richard Horgan:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important normally. The book Not Mentioned in Despatches ended up being making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The reserve Not Mentioned in Despatches is not only giving you more new information but also to be your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with all the book Not Mentioned in Despatches. You never experience lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Melinda Walton:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Not Mentioned in Despatches as the daily resource
information.

Jamie Durbin:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, and also soon. The Not Mentioned in Despatches offer you a new experience in examining a
book.
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