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In the wake of the French Revolution, Edmund Burke argued that civil order depended upon nurturing the
sensibility of men—upon the masculine cultivation of traditionally feminine qualities such as sentiment,
tenderness, veneration, awe, gratitude, and even prejudice. Writers as diverse as Sterne, Goldsmith, Burke,
and Rousseau were politically motivated to represent authority figures as men of feeling, but denied women
comparable authority by representing their feelings as inferior, pathological, or criminal. Focusing on Mary
Wollstonecraft, Ann Radcliffe, Frances Burney, and Jane Austen, whose popular works culminate and assail
this tradition, Claudia L. Johnson examines the legacy male sentimentality left for women of various political
persuasions.

Demonstrating the interrelationships among politics, gender, and feeling in the fiction of this period, Johnson
provides detailed readings of Wollstonecraft, Radcliffe, and Burney, and treats the qualities that were once
thought to mar their work—grotesqueness, strain, and excess—as indices of ideological conflict and as
strategies of representation during a period of profound political conflict. She maintains that the reactionary
reassertion of male sentimentality as a political duty displaced customary gender roles, rendering women, in
Wollstonecraft's words, "equivocal beings."
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From reader reviews:

Frank Johnson:

The actual book Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft,
Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and Society) will bring one to the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read,
this book very suited to you. The book Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--
Wollstonecraft, Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and Society) is much recommended to you to
see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Lucy Broussard:

The book untitled Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft,
Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and Society) contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The
author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can
keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice learn.

Arlene Miller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Equivocal Beings: Politics,
Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft, Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and
Society).

Randi Adams:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender, and
Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft, Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and Society) to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about
book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside
that the guide Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft,



Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and Society) can to be your friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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