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Italo Calvino's reputation as one of the great writers of our century rests chiefly on his allegorical fables and
fantastic narratives, whose inventiveness, irreverence, and elegant style are universally admired. In this
study, the author focuses on Calvino's first novel, The Path to the Nest of Spiders (1947), because in it she
discerns a critical point of origin for Calvino's entire 'ethics' of writing. She shows how, in The Path, he
challenges the poetics of objectivity of the Italian neorealists movement and offers a complex and ironic
representation of the anti-Fascist armed resistance in Italy. Situating Calvino's early work in its historical and
cultural context, the author reassesses Italian neorealism in terms of the theories and critical debates about
realism of such critics as Lukacs, Sartre, Brecht, Adorno, and Barthes. She analyzes neorealism's narrative
practices and cultural and political implications, while setting neorealism in the context of the resistance and
the postwar Reconstruction in Italy and giving readings of major neorealist texts (novels by Pavese and
Vittorini, films by Rossellini, Visconti, and others) as well as relatively obscure minor ones. The heart of the
book consists of readings of The Path from four different but intersecting critical perspectives: formalist-
narratological, sociohistorical, psychoanalytic, and Bakhtinian. The readings assess the importance of
Calvino's beginnings for the body of his work and incorporate relevant references to his later fiction and
critical essays. Out of these multiple readings, the ironic estrangement of the real through the act of writing
itself emerges as his key narratological strategy.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Thomas:

The book Calvino and the Age of Neorealism: Fables of Estrangement can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Calvino and the Age
of Neorealism: Fables of Estrangement? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book Calvino and the Age of Neorealism: Fables of Estrangement has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Diane Russel:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Calvino and the Age of
Neorealism: Fables of Estrangement can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Richard Thompson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Calvino and the Age of
Neorealism: Fables of Estrangement that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Calvino and the Age of Neorealism: Fables
of Estrangement become your own personal starter.

Jennifer Valdovinos:

Beside this specific Calvino and the Age of Neorealism: Fables of Estrangement in your phone, it can give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community.
It is good thing to have Calvino and the Age of Neorealism: Fables of Estrangement because this book offers
to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here



cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this
book along with read it from today!
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