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"This book is Gamow at his best, which means the very best in science for the layman." — Library Journal
Widely recognized as one of the 20th century's foremost physicists, George Gamow was also an unusually
capable popularizer of science. His talents are vividly revealed in this exciting and penetrating explanation of
how the central laws of physical science evolved — from Pythagoras' discovery of frequency ratios in the
6th century B.C. to today's research on elementary particles.
Unlike many books on physics which focus entirely on fact and theory with little or no historic detail, the
present work incorporates fascinating personal and biographical data about the great physicists of past and
present. Thus Dr. Gamow discusses on an equal basis the trail of Galileo and the basic laws of mechanics
which he discovered, or gives his personal recollections about Niels Bohr along with detailed discussion of
Bohr's atomic model. You'll also find revealing glimpses of Newton, Huygens, Heisenberg, Pauli, Einstein,
and many other immortals of science.
Each chapter is centered around a single great figure, or at most two, with other physicists of the era and
their contributions forming a background. Major topics include the dawn of physics, the Dark Ages and the
Renaissance, Newtonian physics, heat as energy, electricity, the relativistic revolution, quantum theory, and
the atomic nucleus and elementary particles.
As Dr. Gamow points out in the Preface, the aim of this book is to give the reader the feeling of what physics
is, and what kind of people physicists are. This delightfully informal approach, combined with the book's
clear, easy-to-follow explanations, will especially appeal to young readers but will stimulate and entertain
science enthusiasts of all ages. 1961 edition.
"The whole thing is a tour de force covering all the important landmarks." — Guardian
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rector:

The book The Great Physicists from Galileo to Einstein (Biography of Physics) make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a
book The Great Physicists from Galileo to Einstein (Biography of Physics) to become your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Great Physicists from Galileo
to Einstein (Biography of Physics). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Glady Curry:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular The Great
Physicists from Galileo to Einstein (Biography of Physics) book as beginner and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Erin Marshall:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely The Great Physicists from Galileo to Einstein (Biography of Physics).

Todd Robinson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is The Great Physicists from Galileo to Einstein (Biography of Physics)
this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of



you.
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