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In his exploration of word meaning, Walter Hirtle examines an important and controversial topic in lexical
semantics: polysemy, the capacity of words to manifest a range of different meanings when employed in
different contexts. Building on the work of French linguist Gustave Guillaume, Making Sense out of
Meaning is a speaker-oriented study that describes how speakers form word meaning and not, as in other
theories, how listeners interpret the meaning of what they hear. Hirtle develops a general model of the ways
in which words and word meaning may be realized in discourse contexts and addresses such issues as the
demarcation of polysemy and monosemy, metaphorical meaning, parts of speech, and the concept of
conversion or zero derivation. Bringing together both lexical and grammatical components, Hirtle shows that
distinct lexical senses can be observed and their relations can be understood by focusing on speakers' use of
verbs and nouns. A methodical and thoughtful work, Making Sense out of Meaning situates its central
question by recalling traditional views of language’s relation to thought and argues for meaning as a valid
object of scientific inquiry.
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From reader reviews:

Odis Hillyard:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Making
Sense out of Meaning: An Essay in Lexical Semantics? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Garland Thorpe:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Making Sense out of
Meaning: An Essay in Lexical Semantics book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Charlene Johnson:

Typically the book Making Sense out of Meaning: An Essay in Lexical Semantics will bring that you the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Making Sense out of
Meaning: An Essay in Lexical Semantics is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Sunny Weaver:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Making Sense out of
Meaning: An Essay in Lexical Semantics.
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