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During the Eisenhower and Kennedy administrations, Laos was positioned to become a major front in the
Cold War. Yet American policymakers ultimately chose to resist communism in neighboring South Vietnam
instead. Two generations of historians have explained this decision by citing logistical considerations. Laos's
landlocked, mountainous terrain, they hold, made the kingdom an unpropitious place to fight, while South
Vietnam?possessing a long coastline, navigable rivers, and all-weather roads?better accommodated
America's military forces. The Universe Unraveling is a provocative reinterpretation of U.S.-Laos relations
in the years leading up to the Vietnam War. Seth Jacobs argues that Laos boasted several advantages over
South Vietnam as a battlefield, notably its thousand-mile border with Thailand, whose leader was willing to
allow Washington to use his nation as a base from which to attack the communist Pathet Lao.

More significant in determining U.S. policy in Southeast Asia than strategic appraisals of the Laotian
landscape were cultural perceptions of the Lao people. Jacobs contends that U.S. policy toward Laos under
Eisenhower and Kennedy cannot be understood apart from the traits Americans ascribed to their Lao allies.
Drawing on diplomatic correspondence and the work of iconic figures like "celebrity saint" Tom Dooley,
Jacobs finds that the characteristics American statesmen and the American media attributed to the
Lao?laziness, immaturity, and cowardice?differed from the traits assigned the South Vietnamese, making
Lao chances of withstanding communist aggression appear dubious. The Universe Unraveling combines
diplomatic, cultural, and military history to provide a new perspective on how prejudice can shape policy
decisions and even the course of history.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Nelson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Universe Unraveling: American Foreign Policy in Cold War Laos (The United States in the World), you
are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the
others, make them reading a guide.

Bruce Williamson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Universe Unraveling:
American Foreign Policy in Cold War Laos (The United States in the World), you can enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Judith Bryant:

The book untitled The Universe Unraveling: American Foreign Policy in Cold War Laos (The United States
in the World) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method.
The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book
was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy
to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

James Sanchez:

Beside this The Universe Unraveling: American Foreign Policy in Cold War Laos (The United States in the
World) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like
an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Universe Unraveling: American
Foreign Policy in Cold War Laos (The United States in the World) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh



come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book in addition to read it from currently!
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