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During World War II, the Allied military forces faced severe problems integrating equipment, tactics, and
logistics into successful combat operations. To help confront these problems, scientists and engineers
developed new means of studying which equipment designs would best meet the military's requirements and
how the military could best use the equipment it had on hand. By 1941 they had also begun to gather and
analyze data from combat operations to improve military leaders' ordinary planning activities. In Rational
Action, William Thomas details these developments, and how they gave rise during the 1950s to a
constellation of influential new fields -- which he terms the "sciences of policy" -- that included operations
research, management science, systems analysis, and decision theory.

Proponents of these new sciences embraced a variety of agendas. Some aimed to improve policymaking
directly, while others theorized about how one decision could be considered more rational than another.
Their work spanned systems engineering, applied mathematics, nuclear strategy, and the philosophy of
science, and it found new niches in universities, in businesses, and at think tanks such as the RAND
Corporation. The sciences of policy also took a prominent place in epic narratives told about the
relationships among science, state, and society in an intellectual culture preoccupied with how technology
and reason would shape the future. Thomas follows all these threads to illuminate and make new sense of the
intricate relationships among scientific analysis, policymaking procedure, and institutional legitimacy at a
crucial moment in British and American history.
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From reader reviews:

James Goodman:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Rational Action: The Sciences of Policy in Britain and America, 1940-1960
(Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology).

Andria Miguel:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Rational Action: The Sciences of Policy in Britain and
America, 1940-1960 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology). You can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book Rational
Action: The Sciences of Policy in Britain and America, 1940-1960 (Transformations: Studies in the History
of Science and Technology). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Lisa Saxon:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Rational Action: The Sciences of Policy in
Britain and America, 1940-1960 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) book
since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

William Rose:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books.
Among the books in the top record in your reading list is Rational Action: The Sciences of Policy in Britain
and America, 1940-1960 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology). This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking



upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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