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Hannah Arendt's rich and varied political thought is more influential today than ever before, due in part to
the collapse of communism and the need for ideas that move beyond the old ideologies of the Cold War. As
Dana Villa shows, however, Arendt's thought is often poorly understood, both because of its complexity and
because her fame has made it easy for critics to write about what she is reputed to have said rather than what
she actually wrote. Villa sets out to change that here, explaining clearly, carefully, and forcefully Arendt's
major contributions to our understanding of politics, modernity, and the nature of political evil in our
century.

Villa begins by focusing on some of the most controversial aspects of Arendt's political thought. He shows
that Arendt's famous idea of the banality of evil--inspired by the trial of Adolf Eichmann--does not, as some
have maintained, lessen the guilt of war criminals by suggesting that they are mere cogs in a bureaucratic
machine. He examines what she meant when she wrote that terror was the essence of totalitarianism,
explaining that she believed Nazi and Soviet terror served above all to reinforce the totalitarian idea that
humans are expendable units, subordinate to the all-determining laws of Nature or History. Villa clarifies the
personal and philosophical relationship between Arendt and Heidegger, showing how her work drew on his
thought while providing a firm repudiation of Heidegger's political idiocy under the Nazis. Less
controversially, but as importantly, Villa also engages with Arendt's ideas about the relationship between
political thought and political action. He explores her views about the roles of theatricality, philosophical
reflection, and public-spiritedness in political life. And he explores what relationship, if any, Arendt saw
between totalitarianism and the "great tradition" of Western political thought. Throughout, Villa shows how
Arendt's ideas illuminate contemporary debates about the nature of modernity and democracy and how they
deepen our understanding of philosophers ranging from Socrates and Plato to Habermas and Leo Strauss.

Direct, lucid, and powerfully argued, this is a much-needed analysis of the central ideas of one of the most
influential political theorists of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Jerold Richards:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Politics, Philosophy, Terror as your daily resource
information.

Susan Chestnut:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Politics, Philosophy, Terror can be very good book
to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Alberta Jones:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Politics, Philosophy,
Terror, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Virginia Gauvin:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Politics, Philosophy, Terror can be the answer, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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