
My Face Is Black Is True: Callie House and the
Struggle for Ex-Slave Reparations

Mary Frances Berry

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1400040035
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1400040035
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1400040035


My Face Is Black Is True: Callie House and the Struggle for
Ex-Slave Reparations

Mary Frances Berry

My Face Is Black Is True: Callie House and the Struggle for Ex-Slave Reparations Mary Frances Berry
“My face is black is true but its not my fault but I love my name and my honest in dealing with my fellow
man.”
~Callie House (1899)

In her groundbreaking new book, My Face Is Black Is True, historian Mary Frances Berry resurrects the
forgotten life of Callie House (1861-1928), ex-slave, widowed Nashville washerwoman and mother of five
who, seventy years before the civil rights movement, headed a demand for ex-slave reparations.

House was born into slavery in 1861 and sought African-American pensions based on those offered Union
soldiers. In a brilliant and daring move, House targeted $68 million in taxes on seized rebel cotton (over $1.2
billion in 2005 dollars) and demanded it as repayment for centuries of unpaid labor.

Dr. Berry tells how the Justice Department, persuaded by the postmaster general, banned the activities of
Callie House’s town organizers, violated her constitutional rights to assembly and to petition Congress, and
falsely accused her of mail fraud; the federal officials had the post office open the mail of almost all African-
Americans, denying delivery on the smallest pretext. Berry shows how African-American newspapers, most
of which preached meekness toward whites, systematically ignored or derided Mrs. House’s movement,
which was essentially a poor person’s movement. Despite being denied mail service and support from the
African-American establishment of the day, Mrs. House’s Ex-Slave Association flourished until she was
imprisoned by the Justice Department for violating the postal laws of the United States; suddenly deprived of
her spirit, leadership and ferocity, the first national grassroots African-American movement fell apart.

Callie House, so long forgotten that her grave has been lost, emerges as a courageous pioneering activist, a
forerunner of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr. My Face Is Black Is True is a fascinating book of
original scholarship that reclaims a magnificent heroine.

 Download My Face Is Black Is True: Callie House and the Str ...pdf

 Read Online My Face Is Black Is True: Callie House and the S ...pdf

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1400040035
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1400040035
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1400040035
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1400040035
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1400040035
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1400040035
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1400040035
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1400040035


Download and Read Free Online My Face Is Black Is True: Callie House and the Struggle for Ex-
Slave Reparations Mary Frances Berry

From reader reviews:

Andre Roberts:

The reserve untitled My Face Is Black Is True: Callie House and the Struggle for Ex-Slave Reparations is the
book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown
to a person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of My Face Is Black Is True: Callie House and
the Struggle for Ex-Slave Reparations from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Kerry Diaz:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may
be the e-book untitled My Face Is Black Is True: Callie House and the Struggle for Ex-Slave Reparations can
be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Peggy Elmore:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is My Face Is Black Is True: Callie House and the Struggle for Ex-Slave
Reparations this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it
is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.

Kathleen Sinclair:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the My
Face Is Black Is True: Callie House and the Struggle for Ex-Slave Reparations when you required it?
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