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There is no failure like televised failure. It is the most public failure. The most humbling failure. So it was
odd when the two men who had assembled the biggest bomb in television history began high-fiving on the
sidelines of the XFL’s final game.

But not everyone was celebrating. Dick Butkus bristled. Jesse Ventura just wanted it all to end. And the
general public couldn’t wait to watch something completely different.

Brett Forrest’s Long Bomb is the unofficial inside story of what really happened in the XFL, the renegade
football league dreamed up by NBC and the World Wrestling Federation. Forrest reported on the XFL from
its first training camp to its championship game, and he takes us inside the limousines and locker rooms and
onto the field to deliver the dope that NBC’s all-access cameras only promised. Along the way, Long Bomb
seamlessly interweaves the story lines that arose from the doomed enterprise.

When network titan NBC lost television rights to the NFL, sports department chairman Dick Ebersol was
willing to do anything to get football back under his wing. Meanwhile, Vince McMahon, at the apex of his
powers with the WWF, desperately wanted to prove that he was more than a two-bit huckster. Old friends,
the two men shared a common hatred of the suits who ran the NFL. By combining football, wrestling, and
reality TV, they planned to reinvent the way America watched sports.

That’s where the story begins. Long Bomb follows the plot twists toward the humiliating finale, introducing
us to key figures along the way. As color commentator, Jesse Ventura was a piece of the puzzle that was
supposed to explode the TV sports formula. Soon enough, he became an expendable scapegoat. Dick Butkus
was meant to lend a measure of football credibility to the fledgling operation, but ultimately even he couldn’t
see what was worth saving or dressing up.

Long Bomb also tells the story of the men who played in the XFL, which promised as much to them as it did
to its viewers. Set in Las Vegas, the book follows the Outlaws, including the league’s biggest star, Rod
Smart. His nickname, He Hate Me, was the one thing that worked in the XFL. But the real story behind He
Hate Me has never been told.

Forrest deconstructs every aspect of this moment-in-time experiment that spoke volumes about the direction
of the entire TV sports business. A combination of desperation and hubris, the XFL reflected a confused
media landscape, where the cost of airing big games ran too high in a wilderness of splintered audiences and
expanding entertainment choices.

The XFL was supposed to be greater, bigger, better—more, more, more. If it worked, competing networks
would have fallen over each other copying the formula. If it didn’t work, man, what a train wreck.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Vandyne:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have
read is Long Bomb: How the XFL Became TV's Biggest Fiasco.

Emery Flores:

Beside this particular Long Bomb: How the XFL Became TV's Biggest Fiasco in your phone, it may give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Long Bomb: How the XFL Became TV's Biggest Fiasco because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it
from right now!

Kerstin Torres:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Long Bomb: How the XFL Became TV's Biggest
Fiasco can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Long Bomb: How the XFL Became
TV's Biggest Fiasco.

Evelyn Rogers:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Long Bomb: How the XFL Became TV's Biggest Fiasco we can consider more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Long Bomb: How the XFL
Became TV's Biggest Fiasco. You can more pleasing than now.
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