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Even as President Barack Obama calls on NASA to develop “game-changing” technologies, the space
agency is undeniably in decline. In 2010, the country continues to shrink its space ambition as it has since the
early 1990s. The American era of human space flight is essentially over. How did this happen? Falling Back
to Earth shows that it was triggered by the fall of the Berlin Wall and the precipitous end of the Cold War
that effectively ended large-scale government science initiatives and sped the decline of the aerospace and
defense industries. The story is told by Mark Albrecht, President George H.W. Bush’s principal adviser for
space, who held key positions during the inflection point, 1989 to 1992, when NASA’s national centrality
began slipping. Albrecht’s firsthand story charts the end of the great Cold War space race— USA vs.
USSR—and the demise of the aerospace and technology enterprises that fueled it. He journeys through the
techno-empires created by the two superpowers, the largest most advanced and secretive collection of
technologies in the history of mankind. Told from the perspective of the White House and from
industry—both in America and Russia—in the immediate post-Cold War environment, it’s the story of the
rise and fall of two space industries after rival governments failed to segue to a new reality and rationale
once the animating force for their existence was eliminated. The story is told in personal terms and provides
a unique view into the inner workings of the Bush White House and especially the space efforts of Vice
President Dan Quayle. It offers a unique and candid view, from the ground in Moscow and from the inner
sanctum of the White House, of the elite Russian space enterprise before and after the end of the Cold War.
It paints colorful portraits of the early days of Soviet-era privatization and “the new Russia.” It’s the story of
suddenly unemployed Russian scientists forced to make hard decisions and ethical compromises when the
Soviet style ‘command economy’ collapsed. The shotgun collaborations between Russia and American
aerospace industries, encouraged and supported by the two governments to shore up flagging national
support for independent initiatives, to monitor and prevent the proliferation of ballistic missile technology to
dangerous and uncontrolled non-state actors and to address a growing commercial space industry is a story
of a wild ride of unprecedented action, improbable intrusions into previously impenetrable institutions and
fox hole friendships between recent fierce adversaries. Once, Americans believed innovation was ingrained
in their genes. Fortunately, the technology revolution fueled by the Cold War has a long tail. Twenty years
later we are still feasting on the fruits of its seeds. But the engine of invention has slowly been ground to a
halt since Novermber, 1989 and President Obama’s effective cancellation of the human space program may
be the final stroke. Soon we will be eating seed corn for survival rather than tending the fields of grain it has
bountifully provided.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

The book Falling Back To Earth: A First Hand Account Of The Great Space Race And The End Of The Cold
War can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
must we leave the good thing like a book Falling Back To Earth: A First Hand Account Of The Great Space
Race And The End Of The Cold War? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Falling Back To Earth: A First Hand Account Of The Great Space Race And The End Of The Cold
War has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

William Carroll:

The feeling that you get from Falling Back To Earth: A First Hand Account Of The Great Space Race And
The End Of The Cold War is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more
you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Falling Back To
Earth: A First Hand Account Of The Great Space Race And The End Of The Cold War giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Falling Back To Earth: A First
Hand Account Of The Great Space Race And The End Of The Cold War instantly.

Tony Jacobson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Falling Back To Earth: A First Hand Account Of The
Great Space Race And The End Of The Cold War why because the amazing cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

William Vong:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go
to generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along



with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Falling Back To Earth: A First Hand Account Of The Great
Space Race And The End Of The Cold War can make you really feel more interested to read.
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