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The Poetics of Natural History is about the “daydreams” of early American naturalists (from 1730 to 1868)

and the collections they created around these dreams. Christoph Irmscher explores how, through the acts of

organizing physical artifacts and reflecting upon their collections through writings and images, naturalists

from John Bartram to Louis Agassiz were making sense of themselves and their world. These collections

allowed them, in a way, to collect themselves.

In the first part of his book, Irmscher offers us a guided tour of the actual collections, beginning in Bartram’s

disorderly botanical garden in Philadelphia and taking us through the artful display of animals in Charles

Wilson Peale’s collections and, finally, to the “halls of humbug” of P. T. Barnum’s American Museum. The

second part of the book moves away from the collections, and explores natural history words and images.

Irmscher unforgettably describes American collectors’ fascination and horror with the American rattlesnake,

and invokes the violent and beautiful world of American birds as described in John James Audubon’s

paintings and writings.  His book ends with a description of Louis Agassiz’s 1865 expedition to Brazil as

seen through the eyes of the young William James, who reluctantly gathered Brazilian fish while his mentor

assembled “proof” that some human beings were less human than others.
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Lucas:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important normally. The book The Poetics of Natural History: From John Bartram to William
James seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve The Poetics of Natural History: From John Bartram to
William James is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you truly
feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book
The Poetics of Natural History: From John Bartram to William James. You never really feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Anderson Austin:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. The Poetics of Natural History: From John Bartram to William James can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Samantha Peay:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
you is The Poetics of Natural History: From John Bartram to William James this e-book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Lynette Petree:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Poetics of Natural History: From
John Bartram to William James to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
available a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve The Poetics of Natural History: From John
Bartram to William James can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of the time.
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