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Between 1896 and 1919, air pollution from large-scale copper smelting in northern California’s Shasta
County severely damaged crops and timber in a 1,000-square-mile region, completely devastating a core area
of 200 square miles. The poisons from these smelters created the nation’s largest man-made desert—a
shocking contrast to the beauty of the surrounding Cascades and Trinity Alps.

This book traces the development of that environmental catastrophe and explains a long, complex, and
rancorous struggle that involved several corporations, hundreds of farmers and ranchers, and all levels of
government. In tackling this long-neglected story—one hardly known within or beyond California—Khaled
J. Bloom takes readers back to the region of that time and shows how the copper industry posed serious
environmental threats from the beginning. He tells of hardscrabble settlers and gentleman farmers who rose
up repeatedly in unsuccessful efforts to either clean up or shut down the smelters.

What appears today as an environmental cause was really a struggle to save individual property and a way of
life. Yet, as Bloom shows, the farmers never had a chance against wider public opinion and the many
financial interests that benefited from copper production. Profit and power won out, and posterity was left
with a mess. California still contends with the toxic legacy.

Murder of a Landscape tells the long-overlooked story of California’s short-lived copper boom, presenting
an interesting cross-section of society and attitudes in rural California during the Progressive Era. Offering
the drama and pathos of a David-and-Goliath tale in which Goliath wins and strides on, the book makes
compelling reading for anyone interested in the industrial, political, and environmental history of the
American West.
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From reader reviews:

Cora Morrell:

The book Murder of a Landscape: The California Farmer-Smelter War, 1897–1916 (Western Lands and
Waters Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Murder of a Landscape: The California Farmer-
Smelter War, 1897–1916 (Western Lands and Waters Series)? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Murder of a Landscape: The California Farmer-Smelter War, 1897–1916 (Western
Lands and Waters Series) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You
can search the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Scott Seward:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Murder of a Landscape:
The California Farmer-Smelter War, 1897–1916 (Western Lands and Waters Series) book because book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Kent Dennis:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Murder of a
Landscape: The California Farmer-Smelter War, 1897–1916 (Western Lands and Waters Series) suitable to
you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Murder of a
Landscape: The California Farmer-Smelter War, 1897–1916 (Western Lands and Waters Series)is the one of
several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Brooke Gafford:

Beside that Murder of a Landscape: The California Farmer-Smelter War, 1897–1916 (Western Lands and
Waters Series) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry
if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Murder of a Landscape: The



California Farmer-Smelter War, 1897–1916 (Western Lands and Waters Series) because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book along with read it from currently!
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