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Poland suffered an exceedingly brutal Nazi occupation during the Second World War. Close to five million
Polish citizens lost their lives as a result. More than half the casualties were Polish Jews. Thus, the second
largest Jewish community in the world–only American Jewry numbered more than the three and a half
million Polish Jews at the time–was wiped out. Over 90 percent of its members were killed in the Holocaust.
And yet, despite this unprecedented calamity that affected both Jews and non-Jews, Jewish Holocaust
survivors returning to their hometowns in Poland after the war experienced widespread hostility, including
murder, at the hands of their neighbors. The bloodiest peacetime pogrom in twentieth-century Europe took
place in the Polish town of Kielce one year after the war ended, on July 4, 1946.

Jan Gross’s Fear attempts to answer a perplexing question: How was anti-Semitism possible in Poland after
the war? At the center of his investigation is a detailed reconstruction of the Kielce pogrom and the reactions
it evoked in various milieus of Polish society. How did the Polish Catholic Church, Communist party
workers, and intellectuals respond to the spectacle of Jews being murdered by their fellow citizens in a
country that had just been liberated from a five-year Nazi occupation?

Gross argues that the anti-Semitism displayed in Poland in the war’s aftermath cannot be understood simply
as a continuation of prewar attitudes. Rather, it developed in the context of the Holocaust and the Communist
takeover: Anti-Semitism eventually became a common currency between the Communist regime and a
society in which many had joined in the Nazi campaign of plunder and murder–and for whom the Jewish
survivors were a standing reproach.

Jews did not bring communism to Poland as some believe; in fact, they were finally driven out of Poland
under the Communist regime as a matter of political expediency. In the words of the Nobel Prize—winning
poet Czeslaw Milosz, Poland’s Communist rulers fulfilled the dream of Polish nationalists by bringing into
existence an ethnically pure state.

For more than half a century, what happened to the Jewish Holocaust survivors in Poland has been cloaked
in guilt and shame. Writing with passion, brilliance, and fierce clarity, Jan T. Gross at last brings the truth to
light.

Praise for Fear

“You read [Fear] breathlessly, all human reason telling you it can’t be so–and the book culminates in so
keen a shock that even a student of the Jewish tragedy during World War II cannot fail to feel it.”–Elie
Wiesel, The Washington Post Book World

“Bone-chilling . . . [Fear] is illuminating and searing, a moral indictment delivered with cool, lawyerly
efficiency that pounds away at the conscience with the sledgehammer of a verdict. . . . Fear takes on an
entire nation, forever depriving Poland of any false claims to the smug, easy virtue of an innocent bystander
to Nazi atrocities. . . . Gross’ Fear should inspire a national reflection on why there are scarcely any Jews left
in Poland. It’s never too late to mourn. The soul of the country depends on it.”–Thane Rosenbaum, Los
Angeles Times Book Review



“Provocative . . . powerful and necessary . . . One can only hope that this important book will make a
difference.”–Susan Rubin Suleiman, Boston Globe

“Imaginative, urgent, and unorthodox . . . The ‘fear’ of Mr. Gross’s title . . . is not just the fear suffered by
Jews in a Poland that wished they had never come back alive. It is also the fear of the Poles themselves, who
saw in those survivors a reminder of their own wartime crimes. Even beyond Mr. Gross’s exemplary
historical research and analysis, it is this lesson that makes Fear such an important book.”–The New York
Sun

“After all the millions dead, after the Nazi terror, a good many Poles still found it acceptable to hate the Jews
among them. . . . The sorrows of history multiply: a necessary book.”
–Kirkus (starred review)

“Gross illustrates with eloquence and shocking detail that the bloodletting did not cease when the war ended.
. . . This is a masterful work that sheds necessary light on a tragic and often-ignored aspect of postwar
history.”–Booklist (starred review)

“[Fear] tells a wartime horror story that should forces Poles to confront an untold–and profoundly
terrifying–aspect of their history.”–Publishers Weekly (starred review)

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bauer:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Fear: Anti-Semitism in Poland After
Auschwitz to read.

Marjorie Brown:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
Fear: Anti-Semitism in Poland After Auschwitz.

Susan Belcher:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Fear: Anti-Semitism in Poland After Auschwitz the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get previous to. The Fear: Anti-Semitism in Poland After Auschwitz giving you
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life on
this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when
you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Sarah Heath:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This book Fear: Anti-Semitism in Poland After Auschwitz was filled concerning science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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