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From reviews of the first edition
"Tightly written and challenging, this specialized work is a sophisticated addition to the literature."--Library
Journal

"An outstanding volume of academic research that investigates the historical organization of social labor in
Kuwait. . . . [It] clearly stands as an important contribution to the literature in development, comparative
economic and social systems, and Middle Eastern studies. The volume succeeds in tracing the development
of Kuwait's social labor force and is able to be candid about the problems associated with . . . large numbers
of expatriates."--International Journal of Middle East Studies

In this new paperback edition Ismael revises and updates her 1982 book (originally published with the
subtitle Social Change in Historical Perspective), which was the first work to examine the dynamics of class
relations in pre- and post-oil Kuwait. She adds to the analysis Kuwait's recent cataclysmic experiences of
occupation, liberation, and reconstruction. 
 
  Ismael covers first the period from the foundation of Kuwait in the early 18th century, when the land was
inhabited by camel-breeding bedouins, to the beginning of oil exportation at the end of World War II. She
describes its decline from a thriving center of maritime commerce to an impoverished pearling backwash by
the end of the war. In the second part she addresses the postwar impact of oil wealth on Kuwait and
examines resulting changes in Kuwaiti society. 
 
  Describing transformations in the world oil economy in the 1980s, Ismael adds a new section to chronicle
changes in the political economy of the Gulf that threatened the superstructure of the region (constituted of
absolute monarchies in rentier states). She sees Iraq's invasion of Kuwait as part of the larger political reality
in the Gulf: change in the region will be forestalled by Western industrial powers at any price. Maintenance
of the status quo now is dependent on military force, not political processes, and overt repression
increasingly will replace cooptation as the means of quieting any opposition.
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From reader reviews:

Marsha Cox:

The experience that you get from Kuwait: Dependency and Class in a Rentier State is a more deep you
searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Kuwait: Dependency and Class in a Rentier State giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
through anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Kuwait: Dependency and Class in a
Rentier State instantly.

Chris McCree:

Often the book Kuwait: Dependency and Class in a Rentier State has a lot of information on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes
some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
reading this article book.

Betty Dunham:

The book untitled Kuwait: Dependency and Class in a Rentier State contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the
new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Chester Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Kuwait: Dependency and
Class in a Rentier State.
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