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Poetry occupied a complex position in the social life of nineteenth-century America. While some readers
found in poems a resource for aesthetic pleasure and the enjoyment of linguistic complexity, many others
turned to poems for spiritual and psychic wellbeing, adapted popular musical settings of poems to spread
scandal and satire, or used poems as a medium for asserting personal and family memories as well as local
and national affiliations. Poetry was not only read but memorized and quoted, rewritten and parodied,
collected, anthologized, edited, and exchanged.

Michael C. Cohen here explores the multiplicity of imaginative relationships forged between poems and
those who made use of them from the post-Revolutionary era to the turn of the twentieth century. Organized
along a careful genealogy of ballads in the Atlantic world, The Social Lives of Poems in Nineteenth-Century
America demonstrates how the circulation of texts in songs, broadsides, letters, and newsprint as well as in
books, anthologies, and critical essays enabled poetry to perform its many different tasks. Considering the
media and modes of reading through which people encountered and made sense of poems, Cohen traces the
lines of critical interpretations and tracks the emergence and disappearance of poetic genres in American
literary culture. Examining well-known works by John Greenleaf Whittier and Walt Whitman as well as
popular ballads, minstrel songs, and spirituals, Cohen shows how discourses on poetry served as sites for
debates over history, literary culture, citizenship, and racial identity.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Bell:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Social Lives of Poems in Nineteenth-
Century America (Material Texts) book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Beulah Scherr:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also
they write about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of
them is this The Social Lives of Poems in Nineteenth-Century America (Material Texts).

Cheryl Reese:

You can get this The Social Lives of Poems in Nineteenth-Century America (Material Texts) by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.

Jack Caldwell:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the The
Social Lives of Poems in Nineteenth-Century America (Material Texts) when you desired it?
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