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Constitutions and the Commons looks at a critical but little examined issue of the degree to which the federal
constitution of a nation contributes toward or limits the ability of the national government to manage its
domestic natural resources. Furthermore it considers how far the constitution facilitates the binding
of constituent states, provinces or subnational units to honor the conditions of international environmental
treaties. While the main focus is on the US, there is also detailed coverage of other nations such as Australia,
Brazil, India, and Russia.

After introducing the role of constitutions in establishing the legal framework for environmental
management in federal systems, the author presents a continuum of constitutionally driven natural resource
management scenarios, from local to national, and then to global governance. These sections describe how
subnational governance in federal systems may take on the characteristics of a commons – with all the
attendant tragedies – in the absence of sufficient national constitutional authority. In turn, sufficient national
constitutional authority over natural resources also allows these nations to more effectively engage in efforts
to manage the global commons, as these nations would be unconstrained by subnational units of government
during international negotiations.

It is thus shown that national governments in federal systems are at the center of a constitutional 'nested
governance commons,' with lower levels of government potentially acting as rational herders on the national
commons and national governments potentially acting as rational herders on the global commons. National
governments in federal systems are therefore crucial to establishing sustainable management of resources
across scales.

The book concludes by discussing how federal systems without sufficient national constitutional authority
over resources may be strengthened by adopting the approach of federal constitutions that facilitate more
robust national level inputs into natural resources management, facilitating national minimum standards as a
form of "Fail-safe Federalism" that subnational governments may supplement with discretion to preserve
important values of federalism.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal Scott:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Constitutions and the Commons: The Impact of Federal
Governance on Local, National, and Global Resource Management (Resources for the Future).

Robert Johnson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is Constitutions and the Commons: The Impact of Federal Governance on Local, National, and Global
Resource Management (Resources for the Future).

Amanda Mathis:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is Constitutions and the Commons: The Impact of Federal Governance on Local, National, and
Global Resource Management (Resources for the Future) this e-book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Jose Williams:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Constitutions and the Commons:
The Impact of Federal Governance on Local, National, and Global Resource Management (Resources for the
Future) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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