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The story of England’s greatest king of all time is a tale of war, peace, bravery, learning, and strength of
character—and, in the end, the victory of enlightenment over darkness.

Told by master storyteller Jacob Abbott, the tale begins with a discussion on racial origins—and an eye-
opening, if brief, sweep of European racial history—before moving on to discuss the origins of the original
Britons, the Anglo-Saxons, and the Danes, all of whom played important roles in British history over a
millennium ago.

As always, Abbott is careful to distinguish confirmed fact from mythology, and is at pains to point out what
is certain and what is not—bearing in mind that Alfred ruled a mere 800 years after Julius Caesar. From that
basis, the story of Alfred is told from his early years onward, his crowning as king, the early battles—and
defeats—and his ultimately successful defense against the Viking attempt at conquest.

This book also delves into Alfred’s numerous social policies which were pioneering at the time. His
promotion of education, the building of roads and towns, and many other achievements—including the
invention of the lantern—greatly accelerated the civilizational development of England.

The only monarch of the British Isles to be given the name “Great,” Alfred’s contribution to history towers
above those of his contemporaries. It is not for naught that his name has eclipsed all other kings and queens
of England for over one thousand years…

“Alfred spent his life in laying broad and deep the foundations on which the enormous superstructure of the
British empire has since been reared. If the tales respecting his character and deeds which have come down
to us are at all worthy of belief, he was an honest, conscientious, disinterested, and far-seeing statesman. If
the system of hereditary succession would always furnish such sovereigns for mankind, the principle of
loyalty would have held its place much longer in the world than it is now likely to do, and great nations, now
republican, would have been saved a vast deal of trouble and toil expended in the election of their rulers.”
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Gaines:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book Alfred the Great was making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Alfred the
Great is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You
can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Alfred the Great.
You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Gerald Dews:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Alfred the Great is
kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Derek Winter:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Alfred the Great it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Thomas Kelly:

The reason? Because this Alfred the Great is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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