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Conceptions and practices of poetry change not only from time to time and from place to place but also from
poet to poet. This has never been more the case than in recent years. Gerald Bruns’s magisterial What Are
Poets For? explores typographical experiments that distribute letters randomly across a printed page, sound
tracks made of vocal and buccal noises, and holographic poems that recompose themselves as one travels
through their digital space. Bruns surveys one-word poems, found texts, and book-length assemblies of
disconnected phrases; he even includes descriptions of poems that no one could possibly write, but which are
no less interesting (or no less poetic) for all of that. The purpose of the book is to illuminate this strange
poetic landscape, spotlighting and describing such oddities as they appear, anomalies that most contemporary
poetry criticism ignores.

Naturally this breadth raises numerous philosophical questions that Bruns also addresses—for example,
whether poetry should be responsible (semantically, ethically, politically) to anything outside itself, whether
it can be reduced to categories, distinctions, and the rule of identity, and whether a particular poem can seem
odd or strange when everything is an anomaly. Perhaps our task is simply to learn, like anthropologists, how
to inhabit such an anarchic world. The poets taken up for study are among the most important and innovative
in the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries: John Ashbery, Charles Bernstein, Paul Celan, Kenneth
Goldsmith, Lyn Hejinian, Susan Howe, Karen Mac Cormack, Steve McCaffery, John Matthias, J. H. Prynne,
and Tom Raworth.What Are Poets For? is nothing less than a lucid, detailed study of some of the most
intractable writings in contemporary poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Tammi Rosado:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled What Are Poets For?: An Anthropology of Contemporary Poetry and
Poetics (Contemp North American Poetry). Try to the actual book What Are Poets For?: An Anthropology of
Contemporary Poetry and Poetics (Contemp North American Poetry) as your pal. It means that it can to
become your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Ed Abraham:

The book What Are Poets For?: An Anthropology of Contemporary Poetry and Poetics (Contemp North
American Poetry) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must
we leave a very important thing like a book What Are Poets For?: An Anthropology of Contemporary Poetry
and Poetics (Contemp North American Poetry)? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book What Are Poets For?: An Anthropology of Contemporary Poetry and
Poetics (Contemp North American Poetry) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Gregory Medina:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual What Are Poets For?: An
Anthropology of Contemporary Poetry and Poetics (Contemp North American Poetry) is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Shawn Hoffman:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of
various ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually



more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
What Are Poets For?: An Anthropology of Contemporary Poetry and Poetics (Contemp North American
Poetry), it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a e-book.
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