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This study of banana contract farming in the Eastern Caribbean explores the forces that shape contract-
farming enterprises everywhere--capital, the state, and the environment. Employing the increasingly popular
framework of political ecology, which highlights the dynamic linkages between political-economic forces
and human-environment relationships, Lawrence Grossman provides a new perspective on the history and
contemporary trajectory of the Windward Islands banana industry. He reveals in rich detail the myriad
impacts of banana production on the peasant laborers of St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
Grossman challenges the conventional wisdom on three interrelated issues central to contract farming and
political ecology. First, he analyzes the process of deskilling and the associated significance of control by
capital and the state over peasant labor. Second, he investigates the impacts of contract farming for export on
domestic food production and food import dependency. And third, he examines the often misunderstood
problem of pesticide misuse. Grossman's findings lead to a reconsideration of broader debates concerning the
relevance of research on industrial restructuring and globalization for the analysis of agrarian change. Most
important, his work emphasizes that we must pay greater attention to the fundamental significance of the
"environmental rootedness" of agriculture in studies of political ecology and contract farming.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Valentine:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Political Ecology of
Bananas: Contract Farming, Peasants, and Agrarian Change in the Eastern Caribbean? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Barbara Palmer:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Political Ecology of Bananas:
Contract Farming, Peasants, and Agrarian Change in the Eastern Caribbean e-book written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still question The Political Ecology of Bananas: Contract Farming, Peasants, and
Agrarian Change in the Eastern Caribbean as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is
one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense
to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

James Hose:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Political Ecology of Bananas: Contract
Farming, Peasants, and Agrarian Change in the Eastern Caribbean which is obtaining the e-book version. So
, why not try out this book? Let's view.

Dolores Mann:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and The Political Ecology of Bananas: Contract Farming,
Peasants, and Agrarian Change in the Eastern Caribbean or perhaps others sources were given information
for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Political Ecology of Bananas: Contract Farming,
Peasants, and Agrarian Change in the Eastern Caribbean to make your spare time considerably more



colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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