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This fascinating account of a French woman's impressions of America in the late nineteenth century reveals
an unusual cross-cultural journey through fin de siècle Paris, Chicago, and New York. Madame Leon
Grandin's travels and extended stay in Chicago in 1893 were the result of her husband's collaboration on the
fountain sculpture for the World's Columbian Exposition. Initially impressed with the city's fast pace and
architectural grandeur, Grandin's attentions were soon drawn to its social and cultural customs, reflected as
observations in her writing.

 

During a ten-month interval as a resident, she was intrigued by the interactions between men and women,
mothers and their children, teachers and students, and other human relationships, especially noting the
comparative social freedoms of American women. After this interval of acclimatization, the young Parisian
socialite had begun to view her own culture and its less liberated mores with considerable doubt. "I had
tasted the fruit of independence, of intelligent activity, and was revolted at the idea of assuming once again
the passive and inferior role that awaited me!" she wrote.

 

Grandin's curiosity and interior access to Chicago's social and domestic spaces produced an unusual travel
narrative that goes beyond the usual tourist reactions and provides a valuable resource for readers interested
in late nineteenth-century America, Chicago, and social commentary. Significantly, her feminine views on
American life are in marked contrast to parallel reflections on the culture by male visitors from abroad. It is
precisely the dual narrative of this text--the simultaneous recounting of a foreigner's impressions, and the
consequent questioning of her own cultural certainties--that make her book unique. This translation includes
an introductory essay by Arnold Lewis that situates Grandin's account in the larger context of European
visitors to Chicago in the 1890s.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Halpin:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer
that question because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of A Parisienne in
Chicago: Impressions of the World's Columbian Exposition to read.

Ruth Little:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This A Parisienne in Chicago: Impressions of the World's Columbian Exposition
book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer associated with A Parisienne in Chicago: Impressions of the World's Columbian Exposition
content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking A Parisienne in Chicago:
Impressions of the World's Columbian Exposition is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Mary Adam:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take A Parisienne in Chicago: Impressions of the World's
Columbian Exposition as your daily resource information.

Lester Baker:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and A Parisienne in Chicago: Impressions
of the World's Columbian Exposition or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes A Parisienne in Chicago: Impressions of the World's Columbian



Exposition to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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