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In Woody Allen's 1973 film, Sleeper, a character wakes up in the future to learn that civilization was
destroyed when "a man by the name of Albert Shanker got hold of a nuclear warhead." Shanker was
condemned by many when he shut down the New York City school system in the bitter strikes of 1967 and
1968, and he was denounced for stirring up animosity between black parents and Jewish teachers. Later,
however, he built alliances with blacks, and at the time of his death in 1997, such figures as Bill Clinton
celebrated Shanker for being an educational reformer, a champion of equality, and a promoter of democracy
abroad.

Shanker lived the lives of several men bound into one. In his early years, he was the "George Washington of
the teaching profession," helping to found modern teacher unionism. During the 1980s, as head of the
American Federation of Teachers, he became the nation's leading education reformer. Shanker supported
initiatives for high education standards and accountability, teacher-led charter schools, and a system of "peer
review" to weed out inadequate teachers. Throughout his life, Shanker also fought for "tough liberalism," an
ideology favoring public education and trade unions but also colorblind policies and a robust
anticommunism—all of which, Shanker believed, were vital to a commitment to democracy.

Although he had a coherent worldview, Shanker was a complex individual. He began his career as a pacifist
but evolved into a leading defense and foreign policy hawk. He was an intellectual and a populist; a gifted
speaker who failed at small talk; a liberal whose biggest enemies were often on the left; a talented writer who
had to pay to have his ideas published; and a gruff unionist who enjoyed shopping and detested sports.
Richard D. Kahlenberg's biography is the first to offer a complete narrative of one of the most important
voices in public education and American politics in the last half century. At a time when liberals are accused
of not knowing what they stand for, Tough Liberal illuminates an engaging figure who suggested an
alternative liberal path.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Gregg:

The guide with title Tough Liberal: Albert Shanker and the Battles Over Schools, Unions, Race, and
Democracy (Columbia Studies in Contemporary American History) contains a lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Robert Monson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Tough Liberal: Albert Shanker and the Battles Over
Schools, Unions, Race, and Democracy (Columbia Studies in Contemporary American History) why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick
up this book.

Alice Walker:

You can find this Tough Liberal: Albert Shanker and the Battles Over Schools, Unions, Race, and
Democracy (Columbia Studies in Contemporary American History) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Andre Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should
know that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include
you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with
regards to something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object.
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