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The Catholic Church's claims to spiritual and temporal authority rest on Jesus' promise in the gospels to give
Peter the keys to the kingdom of heaven. In the sixteenth century, leaders of the German Reformation sought
a fundamental transformation of this "power of the keys" as part of their efforts to rid Church and society of
alleged clerical abuses. Central to this transformation was a thoroughgoing reform of private confession.

Unlike other Protestants, Lutherans chose not to abolish private confession but to change it to suit their
theological convictions and social needs. In a fascinating examination of this new religious practice, Ronald
Rittgers traces the development of Lutheran private confession, demonstrating how it consistently balanced
competing concerns for spiritual freedom and moral discipline. The reformation of private confession was
part of a much larger reformation of the power of the keys that had profound implications for the use of
religious authority in sixteenth-century Germany.

As the first full-length study of the role of Lutheran private confession in the German Reformation, this book
is a welcome contribution to early modern European and religious history.
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Woodcut from Andreas Osiander's children's sermon on the keys

In an exceptionally fair-minded and scrupulous book, Ronald Rittgers charts a route through theological and
social complexities with great clarity and subtlety. Lutherans experienced strong and conflicting emotions
about confession, and Nuremberg makes a fine case study of their divergent reactions. This is an original and
important addition to scholarship.
--Andrew Pettegree, University of St. Andrews

A finely detailed survey of the disputes and controversies surrounding the introduction of an evangelical
form of confession in sixteenth-century Nuremberg. There is, to my knowledge, no comparable treatment of
the subject. Rittgers's study is deeply researched. His writing is fluent, the argument easy to follow. Useful
for Reformation scholars, this book also holds much for the general reader with a serious interest in the
history of the Reformation.
--Gerald Strauss, Emeritus, Indiana University
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From reader reviews:

Donald Hidalgo:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Reformation of the Keys book
since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Kyle Guthrie:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Reformation of the Keys, you may
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Lillian Albrecht:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
spirit or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to at this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important to suit your needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Reformation of the Keys
can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Cheryl Cooley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Reformation of the
Keys.
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