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Sharing with the Gods examines one of the most ubiquitous yet little studied aspects of ancient Greek
religion, the offering of so-called "first-fruits" (aparchai) and "tithes" (dekatai), from the Archaic period to
the Hellenistic. While most existing studies of Greek religion tend to focus on ritual performance, this
volume investigates questions of religious belief and mentality: why the Greeks presented these gifts to the
gods, and what their behaviour tells us about their religious world-view, presuppositions, and perception of
the gods. Exploiting an array of ancient sources, the author assesses the diverse nature of aparchai and
dekatai, the complexity of the motivations underlying them, the role of individuals in shaping tradition, the
deployment of this religious custom in politics, and the transformation of a voluntary practice into a religious
obligation.

By synthesizing a century of scholarship on 'first-fruits' practices in Greek and other religious cultures, the
author challenges prevailing interpretations of gift-exchange with the gods in terms of do ut des and da ut
dem, which emphasize the reciprocal, obligatory, and sometimes commercial aspects of the gift, and explores
hitherto neglected notions including gratitude and thanksgiving. Drawing on current approaches to gift-
giving in anthropology, sociology, and economics, in particular the French anthropologist Godelier's idea of
'debt', the volume offers new perspectives with which to conceptualize human-divine relations, and
challenges traditional views of the nature of gift-giving between men and gods in Greek religion.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Hawkins:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem
or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Sharing with the Gods: Aparchai and Dekatai in
Ancient Greece (Oxford Classical Monographs).

Geraldine Carlson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Sharing with the
Gods: Aparchai and Dekatai in Ancient Greece (Oxford Classical Monographs), it is possible to enjoy both.
It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Michael Santiago:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Sharing with the Gods: Aparchai and Dekatai in Ancient Greece (Oxford Classical Monographs) offer
you a new experience in reading a book.

Jerry Bell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
Sharing with the Gods: Aparchai and Dekatai in Ancient Greece (Oxford Classical Monographs) when you
needed it?
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