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Even childbirth is affected by globalization—and in India, as elsewhere, the trend is away from home births,
assisted by midwives, toward hospital births with increasing reliance on new technologies. And yet, as this
work of critical feminist ethnography clearly demonstrates, the global spread of biomedical models of
childbirth has not brought forth one monolithic form of "modern birth." Focusing on the birth experiences of
lower-class women in the South Indian state of Tamil Nadu, Birth on the Threshold reveals the complex and
unique ways in which modernity emerges in local contexts.

Through vivid description and animated dialogue, this book conveys the birth stories of the women of Tamil
Nadu in their own voices, emphasizing their critiques of and aspirations for modern births today. In light of
these stories, author Cecilia Van Hollen explores larger questions about how the structures of colonialism
and postcolonial international and national development have helped to shape the form and meaning of birth
for Indian women today. Ultimately, her book poses the question: How is gender—especially
maternity—reconfigured as birth is transformed?
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From reader reviews:

James Nadler:

The book Birth on the Threshold: Childbirth and Modernity in South India make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a
book Birth on the Threshold: Childbirth and Modernity in South India to get your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Birth on the Threshold:
Childbirth and Modernity in South India. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Robert Pinkerton:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this Birth on the Threshold: Childbirth and
Modernity in South India book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Aaron Powers:

The book with title Birth on the Threshold: Childbirth and Modernity in South India has lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Gary Copeland:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Birth on the Threshold: Childbirth and Modernity in South India when you needed it?
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