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Vanities of the Eye investigates the cultural history of the senses in early modern Europe, a time in which the
nature and reliability of human vision was the focus of much debate. In medicine, art theory, science,
religion, and philosophy, sight came to be characterized as uncertain or paradoxical--mental images no
longer resembled the external world. Was seeing really believing?

Stuart Clark explores the controversial debates of the time--from the fantasies and hallucinations of
melancholia, to the illusions of magic, art, demonic deceptions, and witchcraft. The truth and function of
religious images and the authenticity of miracles and visions were also questioned with new vigor, affecting
such contemporary works as Macbeth-- a play deeply concerned with the dangers of visual illusion. Clark
also contends that there was a close connection between these debates and the ways in which philosophers
such as Descartes and Hobbes developed new theories on the relationship between the real and virtual.

Original, highly accessible, and a major contribution to our understanding of European culture, Vanities of
the Eye will be of great interest to a wide range of historians and anyone interested in the true nature of
seeing.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Thomas:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Vanities of the Eye: Vision in Early Modern European
Culture.

Raymond Simmons:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Vanities of the Eye:
Vision in Early Modern European Culture? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have other opinion?

Denise Church:

Often the book Vanities of the Eye: Vision in Early Modern European Culture will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Vanities of the Eye: Vision in Early Modern
European Culture is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Jeffrey Blough:

Why? Because this Vanities of the Eye: Vision in Early Modern European Culture is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.
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