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Freemasons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias-why did millions of nineteenth-century American men belong
to these and other secret orders? In this engrossing study, Mark C. Carnes argues that fraternal rituals created
a fantasy world antithetical to prevailing religious practices, gender roles, and institutional structures,
offering a male religious counterculture that opposed an increasingly liberal and feminized Protestantism.
"[An] original and compelling study. . . . Making use of anthropology as well as social history, Carnes is
probably the first outsider to take these rituals seriously. . . . Playing the role of a graceful, controlling . . .
guide into these mysteries, Carnes slowly unveils his thesis, which itself has several layers of mystery."-
David Leverentz, New England Quarterly "An imaginative fusion of social and intellectual history. . . .
Carnes's work shows the true depth of nineteenth-century male sexual anxiety and hostility toward women.
In this compelling book, Carnes opens new approaches to the study of gender and helps us better understand
the reorientation of American culture at the turn of the century." -Donald Yacovone, Journal of American
History "This is an important monograph in the field of men's history. . . . This is ambitious
conceptualization-the book is a refreshingly bold statement. . . . I find most of its conclusions accurate."-
Peter N. Stearns, Journal of Ritual Studies "The breadth and thoroughness of this book is impressive. Carnes
draws on the literature of the time, religious history and theology, child rearing and developmental
psychology, women's history and gender studies, and structural and cultural anthropology."-Rosamund
Orde-Powlett, Literary Review
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From reader reviews:

Mable Garza:

With other case, little persons like to read book Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of
book Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Rudy Lapan:

This book untitled Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Andre Smith:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Secret Ritual and Manhood in
Victorian America that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you can pick Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America become your own personal
starter.

Valeria May:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book
Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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