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The remarkable untold story of Franklin D. Roosevelt and the five extraordinary men he used to pull
America into World War II

In the dark days between Hitler’s invasion of Poland in September 1939 and Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor
in December 1941, Franklin D. Roosevelt sent five remarkable men on dramatic and dangerous missions to
Europe. The missions were highly unorthodox and they confounded and infuriated diplomats on both sides
of the Atlantic. Their importance is little understood to this day. In fact, they were crucial to the course of the
Second World War.

The envoys were magnificent, unforgettable characters. First off the mark was Sumner Welles, the chilly,
patrician under secretary of state, later ruined by his sexual misdemeanors, who was dispatched by FDR on a
tour of European capitals in the spring of 1940. In summer of that year, after the fall of France, William
“Wild Bill” Donovan—war hero and future spymaster—visited a lonely United Kingdom at the president’s
behest to determine whether she could hold out against the Nazis. Donovan’s report helped convince FDR
that Britain was worth backing.

After he won an unprecedented third term in November 1940, Roosevelt threw a lifeline to the United
Kingdom in the form of Lend-Lease and dispatched three men to help secure it. Harry Hopkins, the frail
social worker and presidential confidant, was sent to explain Lend-Lease to Winston Churchill. Averell
Harriman, a handsome, ambitious railroad heir, served as FDR’s man in London, expediting Lend-Lease aid
and romancing Churchill’s daughter-in-law. Roosevelt even put to work his rumpled, charismatic opponent
in the 1940 presidential election, Wendell Willkie, whose visit lifted British morale and won wary
Americans over to the cause. Finally, in the aftermath of Germany’s invasion of the Soviet Union, Hopkins
returned to London to confer with Churchill and traveled to Moscow to meet with Joseph Stalin. This final
mission gave Roosevelt the confidence to bet on the Soviet Union.

The envoys’ missions took them into the middle of the war and exposed them to the leading figures of the
age. Taken together, they plot the arc of America’s trans¬formation from a divided and hesitant middle
power into the global leader. At the center of everything, of course, was FDR himself, who moved his
envoys around the globe with skill and élan.

We often think of Harry S. Truman, George Marshall, Dean Acheson, and George F. Kennan as the authors
of America’s global primacy in the second half of the twentieth century. But all their achievements were
enabled by the earlier work of Roosevelt and his representatives, who took the United States into the war
and, by defeating domestic isolationists and foreign enemies, into the world. In these two years, America
turned. FDR and his envoys were responsible for the turn. Drawing on vast archival research, Rendezvous
with Destiny is narrative history at its most delightful, stirring, and important.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Chan:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be read. Rendezvous with Destiny: How Franklin D. Roosevelt and Five Extraordinary Men
Took America into the War a nd into the World can be your answer since it can be read by you who have
those short spare time problems.

Nelson Berg:

Beside this Rendezvous with Destiny: How Franklin D. Roosevelt and Five Extraordinary Men Took
America into the War a nd into the World in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Rendezvous with Destiny: How Franklin D. Roosevelt and Five Extraordinary Men Took America into the
War a nd into the World because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it
from currently!

Joyce Hazel:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Rendezvous with Destiny: How Franklin D.
Roosevelt and Five Extraordinary Men Took America into the War a nd into the World or others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Rendezvous with Destiny: How Franklin D. Roosevelt and Five Extraordinary Men Took America into the
War a nd into the World to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Alfred Gates:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named
of book Rendezvous with Destiny: How Franklin D. Roosevelt and Five Extraordinary Men Took America
into the War a nd into the World. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed



book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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