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Any review of 20th-century American theatre invariably leads to the term realism. Yet despite the strong
tradition of theatrical realism on the American stage, the term is frequently misidentified, and the practices to
which it refers are often attacked as monolithically tyrannical, restricting the potential of the American
national theatre.
This book reconsiders realism on the American stage by addressing the great variety and richness of the
plays that form the American theatre canon. By reconsidering the form and revisiting many of the plays that
contributed to the realist tradition, the authors provide the opportunity to apprise strengths often overlooked
by previous critics. The volume traces the development of American dramatic realism from James A. Herne,
the "American Ibsen," to currently active contemporaries such as Sam Shepard, David Mamet, and Marsha
Norman. This frank assessment, in sixteen original essays, reopens a critical dialog too long closed.

Essays include:

American Dramatic Realisms, Viable Frames of Thought●

The Struggle for the Real--Interpretive Con§ict, Dramatic Method, and the Paradox of Realism●

The Legacy of James A. Herne: American Realities and Realisms●

Whose Realism? Rachel Crothers's Power Struggle in the American Theatre●

The Provincetown Players' Experiments with Realism●

Servant of Three Masters: Realism, Idealism, and "Hokum" in American High Comedy●
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Parker:

The book Realism and the American Dramatic Tradition can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Realism and the American
Dramatic Tradition? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Realism and the
American Dramatic Tradition has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Sandra Castillo:

The e-book untitled Realism and the American Dramatic Tradition is the reserve that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot
of study when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Realism and the American Dramatic Tradition from the publisher to
make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Mary Tobin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Realism and the American Dramatic
Tradition publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Realism and the
American Dramatic Tradition as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one book
that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

Joan Morris:

This Realism and the American Dramatic Tradition is great book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Realism and the American
Dramatic Tradition in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this
publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt this?
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