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"I was in high spirits all through my unwise teens, considerably puffed up, after my drawings began to sell,
with that pride of independence which was a new thing to daughters of that period."—The Reminiscences of
Mary Hallock Foote

Mary Hallock made what seems like an audacious move for a nineteenth-century young woman. She became
an artist. She was not alone. Forced to become self-supporting by financial panics and civil war, thousands of
young women moved to New York City between 1850 and 1880 to pursue careers as professional artists.
Many of them trained with masters at the Cooper Union School of Design for Women, where they were
imbued with the Unity of Art ideal, an aesthetic ideology that made no distinction between fine and applied
arts or male and female abilities. These women became painters, designers, illustrators, engravers, colorists,
and art teachers. They were encouraged by some of the era's best-known figures, among them Tribune editor
Horace Greeley and mechanic/philanthropist Peter Cooper, who blamed the poverty and dependence of both
women and workers on the separation of mental and manual labor in industrial society. The most acclaimed
artists among them owed their success to New York's conspicuously egalitarian art institutions and the rise of
the illustrated press. Yet within a generation their names, accomplishments, and the aesthetic ideal that
guided them virtually disappeared from the history of American art.

Art Work: Women Artists and Democracy in Mid-Nineteenth-Century New York recaptures the unfamiliar
cultural landscape in which spirited young women, daring social reformers, and radical artisans succeeded in
reuniting art and industry. In this interdisciplinary study, April F. Masten situates the aspirations and
experience of these forgotten women artists, and the value of art work itself, at the heart of the capitalist
transformation of American society.
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From reader reviews:

James Baron:

The book Art Work: Women Artists and Democracy in Mid-Nineteenth-Century New York (The Arts and
Intellectual Life in Modern America) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use
to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Art Work: Women Artists and Democracy
in Mid-Nineteenth-Century New York (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America) to be your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a guide Art Work: Women Artists and
Democracy in Mid-Nineteenth-Century New York (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

Gregory Kile:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Art Work: Women
Artists and Democracy in Mid-Nineteenth-Century New York (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern
America). All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Donna Canales:

This book untitled Art Work: Women Artists and Democracy in Mid-Nineteenth-Century New York (The
Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in
the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Helen McClain:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Art Work: Women



Artists and Democracy in Mid-Nineteenth-Century New York (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern
America), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a publication.
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