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Being insulated by two immense oceans makes it hard for Americans to appreciate the concerns of more
exposed countries. American democracy's rapid rise also fools many into thinking the same liberal system
can flourish anywhere, and having populated a vast continent with relative ease impedes Americans'
understanding of conflicts between different peoples over other lands. Paul R. Pillar ties the American
public's misconceptions about foreign threats and behaviors to the nation's history and geography, arguing
that American success in international relations is achieved often in spite of, rather than because of, the
public's worldview.

Drawing a fascinating line from colonial events to America's handling of modern international terrorism,
Pillar shows how presumption and misperception turned Finlandization into a dirty word in American policy
circles, bolstered the "for us or against us" attitude that characterized the policies of the George W. Bush
administration, and continue to obscure the reasons behind Iraq's close relationship with Iran. Fundamental
misunderstandings have created a cycle in which threats are underestimated before an attack occurs and then
are overestimated after they happen. By exposing this longstanding tradition of misperception, Pillar hopes
the United States can develop policies that better address international realities rather than biased beliefs.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Fowler:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Why America
Misunderstands the World: National Experience and Roots of Misperception? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Edward Payne:

This Why America Misunderstands the World: National Experience and Roots of Misperception book is not
really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this
book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Why America Misunderstands the World:
National Experience and Roots of Misperception without we comprehend teach the one who reading through
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Why America Misunderstands the World:
National Experience and Roots of Misperception can bring any time you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This Why America Misunderstands the World: National Experience and Roots of Misperception having very
good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Paul Greenblatt:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Why America
Misunderstands the World: National Experience and Roots of Misperception, you may enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Margaret Pinson:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top record in your reading list is actually Why America Misunderstands the World: National
Experience and Roots of Misperception. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many



advantages.
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