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"This is an exceedingly long short book, stretching at least fifty thousand years into the past and who knows
how many into the future." So begins Visions of the Future, the prophetic new book by eminent economist
Robert Heilbroner. Heilbroner's basic premise is stunning in its elegant simplicity. He contends that
throughout all of human history, despite the huge gulf in social organization, technological development, and
cultural achievement that divides us from the earliest known traces of homo sapiens, there have really only
been three distinct ways of looking at the future.
During a period Heilbroner refers to simply as the Distant Past, stretching from prehistory to the appearance
of modern nation-states in seventeenth century Europe, there was no notion of a future measurably and
materially different from the present or the past. From the Stone Age to the Bronze, Mesopotamia and Egypt
to Greece and Rome, and throughout the Middle Ages, a continuum of cultures and civilizations shared one
defining expectation--the absence of any expectation of material progress for the great masses of people.
Heilbroner maintains that it was not until the first stirrings of the period he refers to as Yesterday, spanning
from roughly 1700 to 1950, that the future entered into human consciousness as a great beckoning force.
Capitalism, continually reinvigorated by the seemingly endless forward march of science and an evolving
sense of democracy, appeared to promise all levels of society some expectation of a future at least somewhat
better than the past. It was this unwavering faith in the superiority of the future that separated Yesterday from
the age we have now entered, that of Today. While we are still driven towards tomorrow by the same forces
that determined the recent past, the lessons of Hiroshima and Chernobyl, the chaos in the former Soviet
Union, the stagnation of the West, and the anarchic rage unleashed in our inner cities and in hot spots around
the globe have brought on a palpable anxiety that is quite apart from both the resignation of the Distant Past
or the bright optimism of Yesterday.
In a brilliant conclusion drawing together the threat of nuclear blackmail, global warming and the growing
commodification of life represented by video games, voice mail, and VCRs, Visions of the Future issues a
call to face the challenges of the twenty-first century with a new resolve strengthened by the inspiration of
our collective past.
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From reader reviews:

Freida Gilbert:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Visions of the Future: The Distant Past, Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow (Oxford
American Lectures) book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want
to deliver to you. The writer involving Visions of the Future: The Distant Past, Yesterday, Today, and
Tomorrow (Oxford American Lectures) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you even
now thinking Visions of the Future: The Distant Past, Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow (Oxford American
Lectures) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Raymond Hollander:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Visions of the
Future: The Distant Past, Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow (Oxford American Lectures) suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Visions of the Future:
The Distant Past, Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow (Oxford American Lectures)is the main of several books
this everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication
you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Timothy Grill:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Visions of the Future: The Distant Past, Yesterday, Today,
and Tomorrow (Oxford American Lectures) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity
to you.

Billy Migliore:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Visions of the Future: The Distant
Past, Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow (Oxford American Lectures) is simple to bring you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart



phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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